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THE ART JOURNAL. 



SCIENCE AND LITERATURE IN THE MIDDLE AGES.* 



THIS, the last of the four volumes forming the series which 
the learned antiquarian Paul Lacroix has given to the 
world on the history of almost every subject which constituted 
the life of the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, will be found 
in no way inferior in interest to those that have preceded it, 
though, possibly, it is addressed to a more restricted class of 




Monks engaged in Agriculture : Capital Letter in a Manuscript of the 
Thirteenth Century. 

readers. Yet it may safely be affirmed that no period of the 
history of Europe has had so great influence upon the destinies 
of mankind as that which, at this distance of time, we are 
accustomed to consider the " dark ages." And so they were at 
their commencement, early in the fifth century ; but the light of 
Christianity was beginning to shed its bright beams over the 
Western, as it had already over some parts of the Eastern 



world; and the invention of the printing-press and the dis- 
coveries of men of science expedited that general, not universal, 
diffusion of knowledge which, enlarged by the studies and 




King Robert, Son of Hugh Capet, composing Sequences and Responses 
in Latin : from a Manuscript of the Fourteenth Century. 

genius of successive generations of men, has made the science 
and literature of the nineteenth century what we now know them 
to be. It is this doctrine of evolution, as applied to such 




Conquest of Jerusalem by Charlemagne : from a Manuscript of the Fifteenth Century'. 



matters, that M. Lacroix traces out in his most interesting 

• " Science and Literature in tbe Middle Ages, and at the Period of the Renais- 
sance." By Paul Lacroix (Bibliophile Jacob), Curator of the Imperial Library of 
the Arsenal, Paris. Illustrated with Thirteen Chrome-lithographic Prints by F. 
Kellerhoven, and upwards of Four Hundred Engravings on Wood. Published by 
Bickers and Son, London ; D. Appleton and Co., New York. 



volume, in a number of chapters treating of the various sciences, 
popular beliefs, proverbs, literature of every kind both in prose 
and poetry, and even civil and religious oratory, down to the 
time of the Reformation. The publication of this series of Mr- 
Lacroix's works, being all devoted to the Middle Ages, is by this 
volume completed. 



